Tracheo-innominate artery fistula in a laryngectomized patient.
Tracheo-innominate artery fistula is a rare but usually fatal complication of tracheostomy or intubation. To our knowledge, this complication has been reported following laryngectomy only in two patients. A 45-year-old woman with hypopharynx carcinoma developed tracheo-innominate artery fistula one month after total laryngopharyngoesophagectomy, as a complication of permanent tracheostomy, induced by the erroneous use of a 12-mm diameter silver tracheostomy cannula. With a median sternotomy, the innominate artery was reconstructed with Gore-Tex vascular graft interposition and separated from the trachea by a pedicled pericardial patch. Unfortunately, the patient sustained intermittent postoperative hemorrhages due to mediastinitis and died on the 15th day. After this tragic result, our attention was focused on both prevention of tracheo-innominate artery fistulas and methods of preventing and dealing with hemorrhages.